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Woodland Pioneers 2009 - It did not rain!  
A full house and fine weather made for a buzzing Pioneers this year with 

46 students, 6 tutors, 2 chefs, 1 support/dogs body, equalled 1 fabulous week 

See inside for a full report by 1
st
 year apprentice Sam Ansell. 

 

Good news on the funding front 

Funding generously awarded this year from the Arnside/Silverdale AONB 

SDF, The Ernest Cook Trust, Dulverton Trust, Naturesave, The Headley Trust. 

Thank you all! 

 

 

 

 

Bill Hogarth MBE Memorial Apprenticeship Trust 

93,Silverdale Road 

Yealand Redmayne, Carnforth LA5 9TD 

Tel: 01524 781375 

Email: info@coppiceapprentice.org.uk 

Website www.coppiceapprentice.org.uk 

Sea sons Greetings to 

you all! May all your 

winter work be 

happy and 

productive!  
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Woodland Pioneers 2009 
Sam Ansell 
Despite the fact that we are all gnarly and well-

weathered woodfolk, it has to be said that a week 

of fair weather, sunshine, and no rain was well 

appreciated at this yearôs woodland pioneers! It 

also meant that Mike and I escaped the Sunday 

evening ótarp raisingô duties! 

In the various dappled groves and dingles of 

Chapel House wood, were found a variety of 

industrious groups, all working hard to produce 

some impressive piles of wood shavings. Brian 

Crawley was demonstrating the óBrilliance of 

Birchô (not so brilliant if your coming back from 

the campfire in the dark to find a silver birch 

felled across your route home!); James Mitchell 

was spoon carving; Owen Jones was making 

cleft gate hurdles with his group; and Edward 

Acland and Twiggy were helping the Pioneers to 

explore the musical applications of wood.  

In addition to these one day courses, Ian Taylor 

and his group were continuing the cleft oak 

fence, and hanging the fantastic gates that were 

finished over the previous year, and Maurice 

Pyle was helping folk get to grips with some of 

the finer points of pole-lathe turning. Geoff 

Whitley and his group of seasoned Pioneers were 

carving some spectacular signs. 

The evening schedule was, as always, both 

entertaining and educational. Edward Mills 

provided a fascinating walk around the woods, 

and then on the Tuesday we received end of 

apprenticeship presentations from Helen Elvin 

and Rupert Hoskinson, showing how varied the 

BHMAT experience can be, and showing off 

some of their excellent products. Rupert also 

gave an account of his other 3 year 

apprenticeship in stand-up comedy! Edward 

Acland stormed through a presentation on 

"Gaurdening" (or gardening with a ñUò!).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiz night on Wednesday was hosted by a new, 

and very capable quiz-master ï Phil Horsley our 

multitalented chef, AKA ñPhil you up at dinner 

 

 

 

Owenôs group - canôt believe itôs not raining! 

Kath Morgan carving,  Tony (website) admiring 

 

Priscillaôs first gypsy flower 

Twiggy and Edward ï double the expertise 




