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Apprentice update

We are delighted to welcome two new apprentices
since the last newsletter. Sam Robinson joined lan
Taylor at Lakeland Coppice Products in July and
Lorna Singleton started with Rebecca Oaks in
September. They are both funded by the Cumbria
Fells and Dalekeader programme which
administers funds from the Rural Development
Programme England (RDPE). Sam Ansell is also
funded through this scheme, although his bursary
has been supported by Arnside / Silverdale AONB
Sustainability Fund, match funding is prositiby

the Headley Trust and comes via the Small Woods
Association (Nobody ever said this funding business
was easy and straightforward!)
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We are immensely grateful to all these funders.
Meanwhile Mike Carswell has gone down to two
days a week with Rebecca as he builds up his
business in Manchester. Peter Wood gave an
excellent presentation of his business at Woodland
Pioneers and will soon be going it alone in the North
East. The final gathering for a group photo at
Woodland Pioneearprovided a perfect occasion to
present graduate apprentices Rupert Hoskinson and
Helen Elvin with their Bill Hogarth Diplomas. ?
people have completed their Woodland Pioneers
certificates and so we have an eager group of
potential apprentices if we caratk down some
further funding.
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Woodland Pioneers 2010

This year's Woodland Pioneers course was yet again
superb. A wet start on Monday didn't dampen the
spirit much, then it was full steam ahead throughout a
mainly sunny and fun week. The different courses
held were:

Coppicing with Rebecca Oaks
Rebecca walked her students through the woods,
discussing coppicing history and skills. Then
everyone was set to cutting back hazel with bow
saws, billhooks and axes to create stools which will
grow back next year. The cut-down branches and
poles would then be used for making hurdles,
hedging stakes, pea sticks and more. The tree
regrowth needed to be protected against browsing
deer by building up dead-hedges around each stool
using the unwanted brash stripped from the poles.
Lets hope the deer (and rabbits) don't get in there
next year. After that the new shoots should be tall
enough to be above browsing range.

Riven Oak Panels with Owen Jones

Owen showed how boiled lengths of split oak can be
riven (split) into thinner and thinner pieces until they
become very pliable when kept damp. Rectangular
frames were then made in groups and the riven oak
woven onto the frame to make a panel. This method
of riving oak is also used by Owen during the process
of making oak swill baskets.

Rustic Stools with lan Taylor and Sam Robinson
Everyone began with an oak log about 2 feet long
and split it in half. They then used one half to make 4
(or 3 or 6!) legs and the other half to split, axe and
adze down to make a seat. Mortice holes were drilled
into the seats at the correct angle and the axed legs
were inserted. Finally the legs were levelled off to
result in some very beautiful pieces of rustic furniture.

Treen with Paula and Twiggy

Twiggy and Paula guided everyone through the
making of gypsy clothes pegs, coat hooks, gypsy
flowers and tent pegs. Students used axes, draw
knives and whittling knives to shape their beautiful
pieces. These are great projects that can be done at
home with very few tools and little time - although not
as easy as they seem!

Making a Shave Horse with Maurice Pyle and
Peter Wood

A wide range of skills were used in the making of
each shave horse: pole lathe turning to make the 4
pins (3 for the frame and one to hold the board);
splitting, axing and draw-kniving the bed, arms and
legs. Then all the peices were fitted together to make
one of the most used tools in the green-wood-
working workshop!

Stick Chairs with James Mitchell

An intensive course where keeping it simple was
definitely helpful if you wanted to get your chair
finished. Most of the chair frames were made from
rods in the round, taking advantage of interesting
forks, bends and twists, while others shaped their
back rests and other sections. Some seats were
woven using natural cord, others had lined up small-
diameter hazel rods nailed in place, others had split
oak heartwood nailed to the frame. There was a
gorgeous coffee table made with the same principles
and a well-contoured bar stool with a made-to-
measure seat!



